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“From bungotai ( ) to Akita-
ben ( ): A journey in search
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University of Leeds, UK
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My objectives

To think about what we mean by Cultural
competence in general — and then

to consider the case of

Endo Shasaku ( )as a

good example of a Japanese author
who was committed to consideration

of this question.
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At the heart of cultural competency is the distinction
between:
Bilingual and Bicultural
(Multilingual and Multicultural)

What is the difference?

Acquiring linguistic competency is (relatively!)
easy, especially for children....

But ...
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‘Excuse me’;
‘Please’;
‘Thank you’;
‘I'm sorry’.

o o o o o

Translating cultures -
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‘Either the translator leaves the
author in peace as much as
possible and moves the reader
towards him...... ’
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‘.... Or he leaves the reader in
peace and moves the author
towards him.’

(Lawrence Venuti, The Translator s Invisibility:
A History of Translation).
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‘domesticating” ( - a reduction of a foreign
text to the cultural values of the target language)
VS.

“foreignising” ( - which encourages/ obliges

the reader to travel abroad to the source culture)

This can be performed at the linguistic and/ or
cultural level.

Some examples from my experience of trans-
lating the literature of Endo Shiusaku ( ):
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A case study of cultural
competency from Japan

(1923-96)
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The dilemma for Endo:
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The “trichotomy” ( )

Japanese ( )

)

Christian author

( ) C )
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Statue of
Maria
Kannon
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........ - ‘Trample!’

“Can anyone say that the weak do not suffer
more than the strong?"
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Re. the human propensity for evil

‘Man is a splendid and beautiful being
and, at the same time, man is a
terrible being as we recognised in
Auschwitz — God knows well this
monstrous dual quality of man’
(Endo).
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